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Regarding the A3 amendment to SF3313, MDE and DHS can offer technical assistance regarding the proposed 

language change in section three, which would extend required date of July 1, 2020 to July 1, 2024 for the 

implementation of only three and four star rated Parent Aware being eligible for scholarships.  

While there has already been language proposed to use the 40th percentile of eligible programs participating in 

Parent Aware to reach a three- or four-star rating, another option to consider would be to simply extend the 

deadline. To help mitigate the impact COVID-19 and the potential impact it has had on future Parent Aware 

participation, MDE and DHS recommend extending the date to July 1, 2024. This will send a clear message that 

high quality programming is a priority for low income children, while providing the additional time needed to 

build the supply of three and four star rated programs.  

The 40% threshold has an unknown date, reliant on a business market model with natural growth and 

compression. Based on historical increases in Parent Aware participation, we estimate a time period of 

approximately seven years to see 40% of all eligible programs achieve a 3- or 4-Star Rating, taking into account a 

new Parent Aware Grants policy change expanding eligibility and amounts that starts July 2020.  Note, this 

estimation was prior to COVID-19 and the potential significant but unknown impacts for the child care and early 

education program landscape.  

Using a specific date for the policy change provides a clear date for programs to make decisions about becoming 

rated and work towards a higher rating. With a set date, there can be very clear benchmarks and 

communication to both programs considering Parent Aware ratings and those working on increasing their rating, 

as well as for families selecting a program. Without a known date, both program and parents will have confusion 

as to when the law change will be implemented.  

Benefits to extending the legislative implementation date: 

• Provides more time for programs to join Parent Aware and receive a three- or four-star rating 

• Clear communication for programs and families with scholarships to make decisions 

• Implementation is not impacted by attrition rate of programs 

• Provides time to review and assess the policy changes made by DHS for Quality Improvement grants 

Should there not be an interest in deferring the implementation through a date, but to continue down the path 

of the 40% threshold, additional parameters would need to be in the language to ensure as little confusion as 

possible. Once the 40% threshold for three- and four-star rated programs is met, the scholarship policy change 

will go into effect permanently. There still would need to be ample time once the 40% was reached 



for  communicating the changes, giving programs not yet at three or four stars time to rerate, and families to 

know if their current program would be eligible or not.  

We would recommend that such changes not be made mid-fiscal year due to scholarship awarding and funding 

cycles. To account for the needed communication, administrative system changes, and funding, the legislative 

implementation language must provide for at least 12 months to communicate the change to programs and 

families, and allow a minimum of one Parent Aware cohort in which the program can work towards an increased 

rating.  

 

 


